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Most of the drawings and pictures in this powerpoint

come from this Tlaxcala book.



Published article

·NuestrasRaíces. Genealogical Society of 

Hispanic America. Pueblo, Colorado. 

Summer 2009 Volume 21 Number 2. 

òTlaxcalanIndiansó by Stanley A. Lucero, 

pages 13-19.

·Website: http://www.gsha.net/

http://www.gsha.net/


My Tlaxcalanwebpage
http://www.lucerito.net/Tlascateca.htm

·The TlaxcalanIndians from Tlaxcala, Mexico were 
crucial to Cortez' victory over the Aztec Empire in 
1521.

·The Tlaxcalanswere awarded "special rights and 
privileges" by the Spaniards. 

·Many TlaxcaltecaIndians accompanied the Spanish 
conquistadores north to New Mexico as soldiers and 
servants.

·They brought with them their turquoise and weaving 
skills and eventually settled in the AnalcoDistrict of 
Santa Fe before 1610.

·My ancestors, the Britos, were TlaxcalanIndians who 
became a part of the TrampasLand Grant in 1751. 

http://www.lucerito.net/Tlascateca.htm


Spanish Archives of New Mexico, 

Volume One, Twitchell, 1914, page 

36
·òThe òBritosó 
were òTlascalan
Indians.ó  The 
òAnalcoó district 
surrounds the old 
chapel of San 
Miguel.  òAnalcoó 
means, òthe other 
side of the river.ó 



AnalcoDistrict in Santa Fe

·San Miguel Chapel

·Brito House: Oldest 

house in Santa Fe



Tlaxcalansin the Spanish 

Borderlands

·Simmons, M. (April 1964). Tlascalansin the 
Spanish Borderlands. New Mexico Historical 
Review, 101-110.



Tlaxcalancontroversy

·Did they come to New Mexico?

·Who has been identified as a Tlaxcalan

Indian in New Mexico?

·What historical proof demonstrates they 

came to New Mexico?

·Are the references quoted based on facts 

or are historians quoting misinformation?



What I have discovered

·They accompanied 
the Spaniards;

·They received 
concessions 
granted to them 
by the Spaniards;

·They were 
interested in 
turquoise;

·And they were 
weavers.



Who are the Tlaxcalans

·Pre-Columbian nation never conquered 

by the Aztecs

·They spoke Nahuatl

·They came from the Mexican state of 

Tlaxcala

·They allied themselves with Cortez to 

defeat the Aztecs in 1521



Smithsonian Website

·òIn 1521, the Tlaxcalansand Spanish 

defeated their common enemy, the Aztecs. In 

return, the Spanish awarded the Tlaxcalans

special rights and privileges, and the 

Tlaxcalanssupported Spanish efforts to 

integrate Indians farther north into the 

colonial system. By the late 16th century, they 

had established colonies as far north as New 

Mexico.ó



Contract between Spain & TlaxcalanIndians

[Newberry Library, Chicago, IL]



1521 Concessions (Milford, 1995)

·Shall be òhidalgosó

·Will have their own òbarriosó

·No Spaniard can take or buy any òsolaró

·Non occupation clause

·No taxes

·Can carry arms and ride horses



DelgadilloTorres. òLa Migración

TlaxcaltecaDel SigloXVIó 

·The Tlaxcaltecafounded the Mission of 

San Antonio and the Villa de San Andrés in 

Texas

·The Tlaxcaltectafounded Albuquerque, 

Analco, and Las Cruces in New Mexico.

·These locations provided a route to 

connect Mexico City to Nueva España via

òEl Camino Real de Tierra Dentro.ó 



The Handbook of Texas Online

·The Tlaxcalansjoined the 

Spaniards in the conquest 

of the Americans

·Texas: San Juan Bautista [by 

Eagle Pass] and San Saba 

Mission

·Central America

·South America

·New Mexico



Simmons, April 1964, p. 104

·A Tlaxcalanwas with Antonio de Espejoin 

Trans-Pecos Texas and New Mexico in 1582-

1583. 

·In 1688 a Tlaxcalanscout was sent La Salle's 

colony on the Texas coast

·This same Tlaxcalanreported the presence of 

Jean Jarrynear the Rio Grande.ó 



Simmons, April 1964, p. 107

·òThe expedition named the district around 

Taos, Nueva Tlascala, perhaps in honor of the 

homeland of one of its members.ó 

·Chamuscadoparty in the 1580s.



Simmons, April 1964, p. 108

·New Mexico in 
1582

·Gregorio de 
Tlascala, 

·òéa fine soldier 
who possessed the 
talent of carving 
new gunstocks for 
the Spaniard from 
the durable tornillo
wood.ó 



Based on Villagraõsepic poem of 1610

(Perez de Villagra, 1992, p. xxxix)

·Acoma 1599

·òThen Oñateread the sentence which 

brought protests from the colonists 

themselves.  òThe malesó, ordered Oñate, 

òwho are over twenty-five years of age, I 

sentence to have one foot cut off and to 

twenty years of personal servitude.ó



Rodriguez, L. V. The Mestizo-

Mexicano-Indian History. 

·Following O¶ateõsorder to cut off one 

foot:

·òSome of the natives that the Spaniards took 

with them as slaves and guides in their quest 

escaped, for example, the Tlascalanswho 

were taken in by the Zuni in New Mexico.ó



Simmons, April 1964, p. 108

·òAt least one of 

the Franciscans 

with Oñate, it is 

recorded, 

brought a 

Tlascalan

assistant from 

the south, and 

others may have 

done likewise.ó 



Tlaxcalansand Turquoise

·The Tlaxcalansaccompanied Oñate in 

1598 to San Gabriel del Yunqueas 

soldiers and servants.  

·The turquoise mines located at Cerro 

Chalchiquitenear Santa Fe were mined by 

the Tlaxcalans. 



Milford, 1995

·òThe testimony taken at San Gabriel on July 

28, 1600, mentioned that a half dozen 

Spanish men had started mining in the 

CerrillosHills with the help of members of 

their households and "servants" (Tlascalans).ó



World Famous CerrillosTurquoise 

website

·Cerro Chalchiquite

·There is no "Cerro Turquesaó

·The central-Mexico allies and fellow-travelers, 

primarily Nahuatl-speaking Tlascalans, 

esteemed turquoise above all other stones.

·The Tlascalanname for turquoise is 

òchalchiquiteó



Tlaxcalansand Weaving

·The Tlaxcalanswere accomplished 

weavers.

·They developed cotton and plant fiber 

weaving techniques.

·They learned to weave the wool from the 

Spanish sheep.

·New Mexico Rio Grande blanket weavers 

use the Tlaxcalanweaving patterns and 

techniques.



Smithsonian Website

·Saltillo-style textiles is attributed to the 

Tlaxcalans

·Tlaxcalanswove sophisticated textiles on 

backstraplooms, relying on cotton and other 

plant fibers. 

·They began producing equally outstanding 

textiles using wool and treadle looms 

adopted from the Spanish.



Castro, 2000

·The Saltillo sarape
ðTlaxcalanIndians

·Rio Grande blanket 
adopted many of 
the motifs of the 
Saltillo sarape

·The serrate 
diamonds and 
figures are probably 
of Tlaxcalanorigin.ó

Saltillo Panchoc. 1850 Mexico



1807 Santa Fe 

(Stephenson, 2006)

·The Santa Fe 

government 

asked Juan and 

Ignacio Bazán

from Mexico 

City to come 

and teach 

weaving.



Stephenson, 2006
·ó The Bazáns

are thought 
to have 
introduced 
designs and 
techniques 
developed by 
Tlascalan
Indians in 
Saltillo, 
Mexico, to the 
weavers in 
communities 
surrounding 
Santa Fe.ó 



Rio Grande blanket

Trampas, New Mexico, c 1870

[International Folk Art Foundation]


