
PUEBLO LAS JUNTAS

Researched by Stanley A Lucero

ñLas Juntas was one of the 

very first settlements in the 

San Joaquin Valley.ò (Clough & 

Secrest 1984)

Iôm guessing Las Juntas was settled before 1840 (S. Lucero)



Can you help?

·I want to rewrite the history of Pueblo 
Las Juntas from the point of view of 
the descendants of the families who 
lived there.

·Contact me if you know someone who 
has family stories about Pueblo Las 
Juntas.

·Stanley A. Lucero

·Email: stanley.lucero@comcast.net

·Cellphone: 559-790-6522

mailto:stanley.lucero@comcast.net


Families who lived in Las Juntas
(Clough & Secrest 1984)

·Pedro Aguirre

·Ambrosio Arias

·Francisco Cariponto

·Juliano Higuera

·Juan Liviano

·Juan Lopez

·Juan Mendez

·Nocha Morales [killed about 1874 by Theodore 
Moreno]

·Juan Salazar

·Don Jesus Santamaria

·Gregorio Ynigo



Las Juntas families forced to move
(Clough & Secrest 1984)

·1879 Las Juntas townsite purchased 

by San Joaquin and Kings River Canal 

Company (owned by Miller & Lux)

·Firebaugh merchant Myer offered lots 

for one dollar

·About 200 people from Las Juntas 

moved to Firebaugh

·Most of the Las Juntas refugees were 

employees of Miller & Lux



Location of Las Juntas
(Clough & Secrest 1984)

·Between present day Firebaugh and 

Mendota

·At junction of San Joaquin River and 

the Fresno Slough

·See map of West Side [page 252]

·All that remains of Pueblo Las Juntas 

is a ñlone grave on the prairie for a 

little girlò





Ash trees

·Two large ash trees on banks of San Joaquin 
River at Las Juntas (Hoover 1958)

·Pueblo Las Juntas also called Fresno due to 
two large ash trees (Hernandez 2000)

·Las Juntas sometimes called Fresno (Hoover 
1958)

·The town was named Fresno City because of 
the ash trees (City of Fresno 1884)

·Another settlement by Tranquility also called 
Fresno (Hoover 1958)

·Las Juntas was the first Fresno (Hoover 1958)



Meeting place for fugitives
(Hoover 1958)

·Horse stealing, gambling, drinking and 

murder

·Joaquin Murieta and Tiburcio Vasquez 

obtained supplies from La Junta

·Safe from pursuit of American officers

http://www.legendsofamerica.com/photos-california/JoaquinMurrieta.jpg

