
























































DQG FKLOGUHQ 3UHWXUQHG EDFN" WR WKH DUHD 7TKH HYHQ
generations prior to hers, which would have situated the massacre in the 1870s. After the
devastating event, she recalled that the families returaedtb a place of customary
NQRZOHGJH ZKLFK zZzDV WKH DUHD ZKLFK WKH $QJORYV HYHQW
1Gp ODQGYV RFFXUUHG SULRU WR WKH VSHFXODWLYH GHYHOR
The areas which the Cuelcahén Ndé retditoeafter many extermination attempts and
JHQRFLGDO DWWDFNV XSRQ WKHP ZHUH DV P\ DXQW 6XOHPD
KDG WR ZDON RU ULGH RQ KRUVHEDFN WR JHWsB®FN KRPH D!
«they had to come back around RP GRZQ LQ 1XHYR /HyQ DQG &RDKXLOD~
UHWXUQ KHUH" EHFDXVH 3WK3IZIM)DaDrﬂBuIMnﬁﬂ‘QI-V\ZHH\WKE’\R@‘OWRHI@
father and meorroborats the findings of Castr®Romero and Maestas, and the documentation

RI WKHWI1IRUKFUHDPVY" LPPHGLDWHO\ IROORZLQJ WKH ODF.HQ]I

3 Premont public history webpagehitp://ekmesteno.com/stories/0101premont.htfatcessed December 4,

3S3UHPR QW e Me{itaN Heritdge. Premont, Texas was established and plotted by R.P. Haldeman of
St. Louis, Missouri. Haldeman, a banker and real estate developer , bought 43, 275.16 acres from the Henry
Seeligson heirs on November 1, 1907 for $540,939.50. Haldeubdivieled what was known as the Galveston
Ranch into five and ten acre tracts to entice northern United States residents to invest in South Texas land for the
ZDUP FOLPDWH DQG LGHDO SODQWLQJ FRQGLWLRQV « DQte +DOGHPDQ QDI
6HHOLJVRQYV 5DQFK IRUHPDQ « :KHQ +DOGHPDQ ODLG RXW WKH WRZQ RI
the railroad tracks for the Mexcian and Mexieamerican families. A plaza was designed and named appropriately
Hidalgo Plaza after Fr. MidHO +LGDOJR KHUR RI OH[LFDQ ,QGHSHQGHQFH IURP 6SDL
lots to Charles Premont who in turn was the real estate agent for the Mexicans as he could speak Spanish. A real
estate agents dream come true, Premont sold hundreds\oHHh® RW YV TURP WKURXJK « B3UHPF
of lots on Oct. 12, 1909 was to none other than don Andrés Canales who owned the nearby Rancho La Cabra and
who employed many of these Mexican people as sharecroppers on his vast land holdindly. deiyeof the
SHRSOH ZKR ERXJKW ORWY LQ WRZQ ILUVW OLYHG LQ /D &DEUD « 7KH ILU"
alive on June 17, 1916 at the cattle shipping pens in Premont. He had just sold $2000.00 worth of cattle when he
disappearedHis body was found close to La Goria just North of Falfurrias on July 11, 1916. He had been shot
RQFH LQ WKH EDFN RQFH LQ WKH KHDG DQG KDG KLV ODULDW DURXQG K
came from the northern states went backstnad the first Mexican families who helped settle Premont still have
GHVFHQGHQWY OLYLQJ Klbhased publicQiswril af PramirifiPtteheaitland of Ndé buffalo camp
grounds, and in the core of the King Ranch complex, one must disentadtyleVHUQ QDUUDWLYHV Rl pWKH
RUGHU WR VLWXDWH ,QGLJHQRXV HWKQLF JURXSY ZKR DUH LQWHUSUHWH

37 Sulema Rodriguez Lerna, Premont, Texas, 1975.
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