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�D�Q�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����³�U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G���E�D�F�N�´���W�R���W�K�H���D�U�H�D�������7�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���Z�K�L�F�K���P�\���D�X�Q�W���U�H�F�D�O�O�H�G���K�D�G���R�F�F�X�U�U�H�G���W�Z�R��

generations prior to hers, which would have situated the massacre in the 1870s.  After the 

devastating event, she recalled that the families returned back to a place of customary 

�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���W�K�H���D�U�H�D���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H���$�Q�J�O�R�V���H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\���Q�D�P�H�G���³�3�U�H�P�R�Q�W���´�����7�K�H�V�H���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���L�Q��

�1�G�p���O�D�Q�G�V���R�F�F�X�U�U�H�G���S�U�L�R�U���W�R���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���³�3�U�H�P�R�Q�W�´���E�\���D���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���E�D�Q�N�H�U��36   

 The areas which the Cúelcahén Ndé returned to after many extermination attempts and 

�J�H�Q�R�F�L�G�D�O���D�W�W�D�F�N�V���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H�P���Z�H�U�H�����D�V���P�\���D�X�Q�W���6�X�O�H�P�D���Q�R�W�H�G�����³�K�R�P�H���´���,���D�V�N�H�G���K�H�U���K�R�Z���I�D�U���W�K�H�\��

�K�D�G���W�R���Z�D�O�N���R�U���U�L�G�H���R�Q���K�R�U�V�H�E�D�F�N���W�R���J�H�W���E�D�F�N���K�R�P�H�����D�Q�G���V�K�H���U�H�S�O�L�H�G�����³�W�K�H�\���>�W�K�H���H�O�G�H�U�V] said 

�« they had to come back around �I�U�R�P���G�R�Z�Q���L�Q���1�X�H�Y�R���/�H�y�Q���D�Q�G���&�R�D�K�X�L�O�D�´�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H�\���K�D�G���W�R��

�U�H�W�X�U�Q���K�H�U�H�´�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���³�W�K�H�\���D�O�Z�D�\�V���N�Q�H�Z���>�W�K�L�V���S�O�D�F�H�@���´37  My aunt Sulema�¶�V���W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���W�R���P�\��

father and me corroborates the findings of Castro-Romero and Maestas, and the documentation 

�R�I���W�K�H���³�1�L�J�K�W���R�I���6�F�U�H�D�P�V�´���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���0�D�F�.�H�Q�]�L�H���0�D�V�V�D�F�U�H�V���R�I���0�D�\��������������������������

                                                 
36 Premont public history webpage, at http://el-mesteno.com/stories/0101premont.html, (accessed December 4, 
���������������³�3�U�H�P�R�Q�W�����7�H�[�D�V�������7�Ke Mexican Heritage.  Premont, Texas was established and plotted by R.P. Haldeman of 
St. Louis, Missouri.  Haldeman, a banker and real estate developer , bought 43, 275.16 acres from the Henry 
Seeligson heirs on November 1, 1907 for $540,939.50.  Haldeman subdivided what was known as the Galveston 
Ranch into five and ten acre tracts to entice northern United States residents to invest in South Texas land for the 
�Z�D�U�P���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���D�Q�G���L�G�H�D�O���S�O�D�Q�W�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���«���D�Q�G���+�D�O�G�H�P�D�Q���Q�D�P�H�G���L�W���3�U�H�P�R�Q�W�����D�I�W�H�U���&�K�D�U�O�H�V���3�U�H�P�R�Q�W, the 
�6�H�H�O�L�J�V�R�Q�¶�V���5�D�Q�F�K���I�R�U�H�P�D�Q�����«���:�K�H�Q���+�D�O�G�H�P�D�Q���O�D�L�G���R�X�W���W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q���R�I���3�U�H�P�R�Q�W���K�H���O�D�L�G���R�X�W���D���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�R�Z�Q���H�D�V�W���R�I��
the railroad tracks for the Mexcian and Mexican-American families.  A plaza was designed and named appropriately 
Hidalgo Plaza after Fr. Mig�X�H�O���+�L�G�D�O�J�R�����K�H�U�R���R�I���0�H�[�L�F�D�Q���,�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���I�U�R�P���6�S�D�L�Q�������«���+�D�O�G�H�P�D�Q���V�R�O�G���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V���R�I��
lots to Charles Premont who in turn was the real estate agent for the Mexicans as he could speak Spanish.  A real 
estate agents dream come true, Premont sold hundreds of the�V�H���O�R�W�V���I�U�R�P�������������W�K�U�R�X�J�K�����������������«���3�U�H�P�R�Q�W�¶�V���I�L�U�V�W���V�D�O�H��
of lots on Oct. 12, 1909 was to none other than don Andrés Canales who owned the nearby Rancho La Cabra and 
who employed many of these Mexican people as sharecroppers on his vast land holdings.  Actually many of the 
�S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�R���E�R�X�J�K�W���O�R�W�V���L�Q���W�R�Z�Q���I�L�U�V�W���O�L�Y�H�G���L�Q���/�D���&�D�E�U�D���«���7�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G���P�X�U�G�H�U���Z�D�V���R�I���3�D�E�O�R���9�H�U�D�����O�D�V�W���V�H�H�Q��
alive on June 17, 1916 at the cattle shipping pens in Premont.  He had just sold $2000.00 worth of cattle when he 
disappeared.  His body was found close to La Goria just North of Falfurrias on July 11, 1916.  He had been shot 
�R�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���E�D�F�N�����R�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���K�H�D�G�����D�Q�G���K�D�G���K�L�V���O�D�U�L�D�W���D�U�R�X�Q�G���K�L�V���Q�H�F�N�����«���$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���P�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���$�Q�J�O�R���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���W�K�D�W��
came from the northern states went back, most of the first Mexican families who helped settle Premont still have 
�G�H�V�F�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�V���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���K�H�U�H���´�����,�Q���W�K�L�V���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\-based public history of Premont�² in the heartland of Ndé buffalo camp 
grounds, and in the core of the King Ranch complex, one must disentangle �:�H�V�W�H�U�Q���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V���R�I���µ�W�K�H���0�H�[�L�F�D�Q�¶���L�Q��
�R�U�G�H�U���W�R���V�L�W�X�D�W�H���,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���H�W�K�Q�L�F���J�U�R�X�S�V���Z�K�R���D�U�H���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�H�G���E�\���$�Q�J�O�R���V�H�W�W�O�H�U�V���D�V���K�R�P�R�J�H�Q�R�X�V���µ�0�H�[�L�F�D�Q�V���¶�� 

37 Sulema Rodriguez Lerna, Premont, Texas, 1975. 


























